Claiming Freedom is a book about slavery and freedom in a region called lowcountry Georgia.  Lowcountry Georgia refers to the coastal regions of Georgia; a region that is about 4-5 hours from Atlanta.  This book examines how African Americans resisted slavery through their culture (language and religion) and how African Americans made the transition from slavery to freedom and were able to gain land and established an all-black town when slavery ended.


Introduction: The Introduction of Claiming Freedom provides the background for understanding the formation of what I call oppositional communities.  Oppositional communities were communities of resistance that were based on shared transatlantic pasts; these communities were linked by regional origins (where Africans came from), American destinations (the places in the Americas where Africans were shipped), and New World cultural developments (the blending of African and European cultures).

In a word document, answer the following questions from Claiming Freedom and submit your assignment in the DropBox.  Please use complete sentences to answer the questions.

Introduction Questions:

1. When did the demand for African slave labor increase? p. 2
2. What regions of West Africa did Africans originate (in other words where did they come from?) p. 2
3. What distinct language emerged in the lowcountry? p. 3
4. What does the term “private transcript” refer to? p. 3
5. In what ways was slavery contradictory? p. 4
6. How did African Americans resist bondage during the Civil War? p. 4
7. After the Civil War ended in 1865, how did African Americans fight for their rights? p. 4
8. What all black town was formed in Georgia in 1898? p. 5

Chapter One: The Slave’s Dream: The events in this chapter occur during the period from 1790-1860.  Chapter One writes slavery into the freedom narrative (meaning it examines how the experiences of African Americans in slavery impacted their transition to freedom)

Questions: 
1. What was the headright system and how did it lead to the establishment of large rice plantations? p. 10-11
2. How were enslaved men and women punished on rice plantations during slavery according to Claiming Freedom? p.14
3. How did the task labor system allow enslaved African Americans to accumulate property? p. 15-17
4. How did slavery impact enslaved women according to Claiming Freedom?p.17-18
5. Why did enslaved Africans retain much of their African cultural identity? p. 18-19
6. How important were language and religion in building a dissident subculture in the lowcountry? p. 19-20
7. What was the role of Islam among lowcountry Blacks? p. 20-21

